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Matthew 5:7, Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. 
 
Mark 6:34, When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he 
had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 
things. 35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples 
came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “and it’s 
already very late. 36 Send the people away so that they can 
go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy 
themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered, “You give 
them something to eat.” They said to him, “That would take 
more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that 
much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 “How many 
loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they 
found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 39 Then Jesus 
directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on 
the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds 
and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people. 
He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate 
and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number 
of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 
 
Luke 10:25, On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to 
test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. 
“How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered correctly,” 
Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But he wanted to 
justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They 
stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the 
same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as 
he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw 
him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to 
the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I 
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 36 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the 
law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, 
“Go and do likewise.” 
 

What Does Mercy Look Like? 
 

1. See the Person — Not Just the PROBLEM 
 
Luke 10:33, But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 
 
Matthew 9:36, When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
 
Luke 19:1, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing 
through. 2 A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was 
wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but 
because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 
4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to 
see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 5 When 
Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at 



your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and 
welcomed him gladly. 7 All the people saw this and 
began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner.” 8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 
Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 
out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 

2. Feel the Hurt — Don't Just NOTICE IT 
 
Luke 10:33, But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 
 
John 11:33, When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who had come along with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have 
you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they 
replied. 35 Jesus wept. 
 
Luke 7:11, Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called 
Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along 
with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead 
person was being carried out—the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from 
the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his 
heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 14 Then 
he went up and touched the bier they were carrying 
him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young 
man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and 
began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

 
3. Move Toward the Need — Don't WALK AWAY 

 
Luke 10:34, He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine…  
 

Mark 1:40, A man with leprosy came to him and 
begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can 
make me clean.” 41 Jesus was indignant. He reached 
out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he 
said. “Be clean!” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him 
and he was cleansed. 
 

4. Do What You Can — Even When It COSTS 
 
Luke 10:34, …Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The 
next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.” 
 
1 John 3:17, If anyone has material possessions and 
sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 
them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but 
with actions and in truth. 
 
Ephesians 2:4, But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 
grace you have been saved. 


