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Acts 9:15, But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my 
chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and 
their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how 
much he must suffer for my name.” 
 
2 Corinthians 11:23, Are they servants of Christ? ... I am more. I 
have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, 
been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death 
again and again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the 
forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was 
shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I 
have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger 
from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow 
Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger 
in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 
believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone 
without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have 
often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 

 
When God Calls You to Something Greater: 

 
1. He CHANGES YOU 

 
Acts 13:9, Then Saul, who was also called Paul… 
 
Acts 9:18, Immediately, something like scales fell from 
Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained 
his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples 
in Damascus. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here! 

 
John 9:25, He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I 
don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I 
see!” 
 
Romans 6:4, We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life. 
 

2. Don’t HIDE IT 
 

Acts 9:20, At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those 
who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he 
the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those 
who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to 
take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet 
Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the 
Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 
 
Mark 5:19, Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to 
your own people and tell them how much the Lord has 
done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 
 
Romans 10:14, How, then, can they call on the one they 
have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 
hear without someone preaching to them? 
 
Psalm 107:2, Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their 
story—those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 
 

3. Expect Some PUSHBACK 
 

Acts 9:23, After many days had gone by, there was a 
conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 24 but Saul 
learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close 
watch on the city gates in order to kill him. 25 But his 



followers took him by night and lowered him in a 
basket through an opening in the wall. 26 When he 
came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but 
they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really 
was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought 
him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his 
journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had 
spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had 
preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So Saul 
stayed with them and moved about freely in 
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 
He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but 
they tried to kill him. 30 When the believers learned of 
this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off 
to Tarsus. 

 
2 Timothy 3:12, In fact, everyone who wants to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
 
James 1:2, Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 
 
Romans 8:31, What, then, shall we say in response to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

 
4. Expect Something BIGGER 

 
Acts 9:31, Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee 
and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was 
strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and 
encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. 
 
Matthew 28:19, “Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58, Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 


