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Philippians 3:12, Not that I have already obtained all this, or 
have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:12, We do not dare to classify or compare 
ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they 
measure themselves by themselves and compare 
themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 
 

True Righteousness Comes From … 
 
1. Rejoicing Despite Your CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

Philippians 3:1, Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in 
the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to 
you again, and it is a safeguard for you.  

 
Nehemiah 8:10, … “the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

 
John 15:11, These things I have spoken to you, that My joy 
may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 
2. Admitting You Can’t Earn Your SALVATION 
 

Philippians 3:2, Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, 
those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the 
circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in 
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 
though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If 
someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence 

in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the 
law, faultless. 

 
Matthew 23:12, For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted. 13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of 
heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor 
will you let those enter who are trying to. 

 
Matthew 5:20, For I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 
3. Humility, Not Your Religious PEDIGREE 
 

Philippians 3:7, But whatever were gains to me I now 
consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I 
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may 
gain Christ 

 
Isaiah 64:6, … all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; … 
 
Romans 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 

 
4. Accepting That Salvation Comes Through FAITH 

 



Philippians 3:9, and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness 
that comes from God on the basis of faith. 
 
Ephesians 2:8, For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For 
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
Romans 4:3, … “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.” 
 

5. Acknowledging You Still Have Room to GROW 
 
Philippians 3:10, I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 
power of his resurrection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 12 
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

 
Hebrews 12:1, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For 
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24, Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a 
way as to get the prize. 


