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Acts 22:3, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought 
up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly 
trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for 
God as any of you are today.” 
 
Philippians 3:4, though I myself have reasons for such 
confidence. If someone else thinks they have reasons to put 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for 
zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on 
the law, faultless. 7 But whatever were gains to me I now 
consider loss for the sake of Christ. 
 
Acts 7:58, dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, 
Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he 
fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 8:1 And 
Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great 
persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and 
all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply 
for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from 
house to house, he dragged off both men and women and 
put them in prison. 
 
Ephesians 2:8, For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are 
God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
 

Real Conversion Leaves a Mark 
 

1. A Real Conversion Starts When Jesus INTERRUPTS 
Your Direction 

 
Acts 9:1, Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out 
murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to 
the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any 
there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me?” 
 
Proverbs 14:12, There is a way that appears to be right, 
but in the end it leads to death. 
 
Jonah 1:1, The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of 
Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach 
against it, because its wickedness has come up before 
me.” 3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and 
headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he 
found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, 
he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the 
LORD. 

 
2. A Real Conversion Happens When You ENCOUNTER 

Jesus Personally 
 
Acts 9:5, “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you 
must do.” 
 
John 6:44, “No one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at 
the last day.” 
 



Luke 19:5, When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up 
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. 
I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down 
at once and welcomed him gladly. 
 
John 4:26, Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to 
you—I am he.” 

 
3. A Real Conversion Produces HUMILITY and 

Surrender 
 
Acts 9:7, The men traveling with Saul stood there 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him 
by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was 
blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  
 
James 4:6, But he gives us more grace. That is why 
Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but shows 
favor to the humble.” 
 
Psalm 51:17, My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. 
 
Luke 18:13, “But the tax collector stood at a distance. 
He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I 
tell you that this man, rather than the other, went 
home justified before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 

 
4. A Real Conversion Leads to TRANSFORMATION and 

Mission 
 
Acts 9:10, In Damascus there was a disciple named 
Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 
“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to 
the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a 

man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 
place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 13 “Lord,” 
Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about 
this man and all the harm he has done to your holy 
people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on 
your name.” 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This 
man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to 
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 
16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
name.” 17 Then Ananias went to the house and 
entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the 
road as you were coming here—has sent me so that 
you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s 
eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained 
his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples 
in Damascus. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here! 

 
Acts 22:15, You will be his witness to all people of what 
you have seen and heard. 


